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My dearly beloved Charge in the L O R P, 


T HR 


CHURCH Or CHRIST. 


"MEETING TOGETHER IN 
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| My dear Brethren and Siſters, 
7 many of you could not get into the Doors of cur 


\ obliged to go back as they came, without bearing a 


Word, I pay you and them this Viſit in print; hoping, | 
under God, it may prove acceptable and profitable to thoſa = 
who. could not get to bear, and refreſh the Memories 


of thoſe wwho heard : and may the Great Head of the 


Church, in anſwer to Prayer, make the reading of it 


refreſhing to all into whoſe Hands it may providentially 
came :—Even /o,-Amen, 


Place of Worſhip, on the Evening this Sermon 
was preached ; and as Numbers of other Friends were 
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The Words that my dear departed Yoke-fellow 
defired me to improve as the ſubject of a Fu- 

. neral Diſcourſe for her, you will find recorded 
in the 57th Pſalm, and the 7th Verſe; | 


My Heart is fixed, O God, my Heart is fixed; I will 
17 1.ba ing and give Praiſe. 


My dear Friends, 
I Have requeſted, and I believe I have obtained, 


an intereſt in your fervent prayers, at the | 
Throne of Grace. Brethren,” ſays St. Paul, | 
pray for us.” And James ſays, * the effectual | 
- - fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much,” 
and fo I have found it in the ſupports I have 
been favoured with, in anſwer to prayer, during the 
whole time of my dear yoke-fellow's illneſs, which 
has aſtoniſhed both me and you: But the Saviour's », 
words have been verified, who ſays, © And all Ws 
things whatſoever ye ſhall aſk in prayer, believing, 
ye receive.“ And now, while I attempt to 
: improve 


, 
| 
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improve this awful Providence, may the ſpirit of 
prayer enable you to lift up your hearts to the God 
of Grace for divine help to be given me at this 
time of need, to ſpeak, and that you may find it 
ood to hear; that God's holy name may be 
glorified, and each of our precious ſouls edified. 


In handling the words of my text, I ſhall in the 


firſt place obſerve, that all real religion has to do 
with the heart. My heart is fixed, O God, 
my heart is fixed.” In the ſecond place, I ſhall 


mention ſome things that are and were fixed, in 


which the choſen, redeemed, and called people af 


God-are intereſted, And in the laſt place, point 


out the matter of the ſong, a heart fixed, truſting 
in God, under divine and heavenly influences, is 
enabled to ſing. | 


In the firſt place, let it be obſerved, all real re- 
ligion has to do with the heart: there is a religion 
that goes no further than the ſurface of the under- 
ſanding ; the Judgment is informed, but the heart 
has not been regenerated by the grace and power of 
the Holy Ghoſt ; and where this is the caſe, the 
faith of ſuch perſons ſtands in the wiſdom of men, 
and not in the power of God; ſo that at moſt it 
only amounts to aſſenting and conſenting, and has 
no influence in purifving the heart. Says Paul, 
& And I, Brethren, when I came unto you, came 
not with excellence of ſpeech, or of wiſdom, de- 
clar ing unto you the teſtimony of God; far 1 deter- 


mined not to know any thing among you ſave Jeſus 


Chriſt, and him crucified ,” And I was with you 
in weakneſs, and in fear, and in much trembling, 
And my ſpeech and my preaching was not with en · 
lieing wores of man's wiſdom, but in demonſtration 


of 


. 


2 


of the Spirit and of Power. And why Paul? For 
this very important reaſon, that your faith ſnould 
not ſtand in the wiſdom of men, but in the power 


of-God.”?- 1. 15 N 


Now, then, let me ſhew you from Scripture, 
that all true religion has its ſeat in the heart. In 
the firſt place, regeneration, or ſpiritual circum- 


cifion, has for its object the heart; ſays Paul, 


= 


„for he is not a Jew which is one outwardly, - 


neither is that circumcifion, which is outward, in 


the fleſh; but he is a Jew which is one inwardly, . 
and circumcifion is that of the heart, in the ſpirit . 


and not in the letter; whoſe praiſe is not of men, 
but of God,” You will ſay, How may 1 know 
whether my heart has been circumciſed in the 
76 85 ſenſe? You may know it by three things: 
n 


the firſt place, you will deſire to be ſpiritual in 


your worſhip; in the ſecond place, Chriſt is the 


object of your ſpiritual joy; and in the laſt place, 
if you are circumciſed in heart and ears, you 
are ſtripped of all confidence in the fleſh, and have 
been led to ſee, that by the deeds of the law no 
fleſh living can be juſtified ; ſays Paul, © for we 
are the circumciſion which worſhip God in the 


ſpirit, and rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus; and have no 
confidence in the fleſh.” 


\ 


In the next place, it is in the heart that God, by 


the finger of his eternal Spirit, writes his law, 
and puts filial fear. Says God, This ſhall be 
the covenant that I will make with the Houſe of 
Iſrael. I will put my law in their inward parts, 
and write it in their hearts, and will be their God, 
and they ſhall be my people. I will make an ever- 
laſting covevant- with them, that I will not turn 
away 
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away from them to do chem good; but I will put 
my fear in their hearts, that they ſhall not depart 
from me.” And you will ſay, How can you tell 
that God writes his law in the heart, by the finger 
of his eternal Spirit; and puts his fear there 
through the ſame grace's operations? The Scrip- 
tures are plain upon it,. firs y ſays Paul, to the 
Corinthians, ye are manifeſtly declared to be the 
epiſtle of Chriſt, miniſtered by us, written not 
with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God; 
not in tables of ſtone, but in fleſhly tables of 
the heart.” Let it be further obſerved, that it is 


in the heart the light of the glorious Goſpel A 


when the mind is ſavingly enlightened from 
above, to view. the glory of God as it ſhines re- 
ſplendant in the perſon of Chriſt. Says Paul, 
For God, who commanded the light to ns out. 
of darkneſs; hath ſhined into our. hearts, to giv 
the light of the knowledge of the glory of 854 
in the face of Jeſus Chriſt.“ And you will 2 
how may I know that this light hath ſhined into 
my heart? You may know it by three things: 
In the firſt place, Where this light ſhines it makes 
manifeſt" to the ſoul its loſt and undone ſtate 
by nature. Says Iſaiah, Wo is me, for I am 
undone” _ In the next place, it is followed with 
- an abhorrence of ſinful and righteous ſelf. Says 
Job, „ have heard of thee by the hearing of the 
car; but now mine eye ſeeth thee: wherefore I 
abhor myſelf, and repent in duſt and aſhes.“ 
And in the third place, a deſire is given to be 
ſaved by Chriſt alone; and the langua e of the ſoul 
is, Lord, fave me.” Let it be further obſerved, 
the grace of faith, without which,. the Scriptures 
ſay, it is impolůble to pleaie God, is implanted: by 
the ſpirit of faith in the heart: and faith,“ Peter, 


ſays, 
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favs, “ it is with the heart min believeth unto 
righteouſneſs; and with the mouth confeſſion is 

made unto ſalvation.“ a 


I the next place, the grace of love, which is 


a grace that will live and ſing to an endleſs dura- 


tion in glory that alſo has to do with the heart; 


and Paul fays, the ſpirit of love is ſhed abroad 
there; that it makes the recipiants of it glory in 
tribulation, under the influence of patience, which 
gives experience of the power of God to ſupport 
under. ſharp trials, and lays a foundation for the 
exerciſe of Hope. As it is written, And not 
only ſo, but we glory in tribulations alſo, know- 
ing that tribulation worketh patience, and patience 
experience, and experience. Hope; and Hope 
maketh not. aſhamed, becauſe the love of God is 
ſhed abroad in the heart by the Holy Ghoſt, which 


is given to us.” And let it be once more ob- 


ſerved, the Spirit is given as the exrneſt of future 


glory in the hearts of his' people. Says Paul, 


8 Now he which eſtabliſheth us with you in Chriſt, 


and hath anointed us, is God, who hath alſo ſealed - 
us, and given the earneſt of the Spirit in our 
hearts; and the Spirit is given as the Spirit of 
adoption in the hearts of the redeemed and called 


people of God.” As it is written, * Becauſe ye 


are ſons, God hath ſent forth the Spirit of his 
Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father;“ and 
it is in the hearts of his people the Saviour him- 


ſelf dwells. Hence Paul prayed for the Epheſians, 


That God would grant unto them according to 
the riches of his glory, to be ſtrengthened with 


might by his Spirit in the inner man; that Chriſt 


. 


may 
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may dwell in your hearts by Faith;“ and in thoſe 


hearts where Chriſt dwells, the peace of God rules, 
which paſſeth all underſtanding, for Jeſus is the 
Prince of Peace; and ſuch as are enabled to ſing 
to the Lord with grace in their hearts, to all ſuch 
as are acquainted with A religion that influences 


the heart, Paul ſays, © Let the Word of Chrift . 


dwell in you richly, in all wiſdom, teaching and 
admoniſhing one another in pſalms and hymns, 
and ſpiritual ſongs, ſinging with grace in your 
hearts unto the Lord.” f 


Thus, Sirs, have I ſhewn you from Scripture 
that all real religion has to do with the heart. 


„My heart is fixed, O God, my heart is fixed 
I will fing and give praiſe.” | | 


47 proceed, in the ſecond place, to mention ſome 
things that are and were from N fixed, 
in which the choſen redeemed and called people 


of God are intereſted. | 


And, in the firſt place, God fixed in his own . 
mind to love them with an everlaſting love; and 
this everlaſting love was fixed on them in the per- 


ſon of Chriſt, as God's firſt ele& from everlaſting; 


as it is written, © The Lord hath appeared of old 
unto me, that is, unto Chriſt, faying, I have loved 
thee with an everlaſting love, therefore with loving 
kindneſs have J drawn thee,” Chriſt's love was 
ſtronger than death that drew him, or moved 
him to die for his people, and they as intereſted 


in the purchaſe of his death are drawn by the 


Father to him; nor can any come to him unleſs 
they are drawn by the Father. Says the Saviour, 
25 FS © No 


= © 


. 
No man can come to me, except the F ather . 
which hath ſent me draw him.“ . ate 


In the next place, God fixed in his own mind 
from everlaſting to choſe them in Chriſt to grace 
and holineſs in time, and glory in eternity. Says 
Paul, © Bleſſed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who hath bleſſed us with all 
ſpiritual bleflings in heavenly places in Chriſt, ac- 
cording as he hath choſen us in him before the 
foundation of the world, that we ſhould be holy 
and without blame before him in love, having 
redeſtinated us to the adoption of children. by 
Fefus Chriſt to himſelf, according to the good 
pleaſure of his will.” Let it be further obſerved, 
God fixed in his own mind to give his Son to die 
for thoſe whom he loved and choſe in him. 


Hence Peter ſays, He was delivered into the 
hands of wicked men, to be crucified and ſlain by 
the determinate counſel and fore-knowledge of 
God ;” that the Saviour ſhould be a gift to loſt 
men was fixed, the time of his coming into the 
world was fixed, called in Scripture “ the, fulneſs 
of time ;” as it is written, But when the ful- 
neſs of the time was come, God ſent forth his 
Son, made of. a woman, made under the law, to 
redeem them that were under the law, that we 
1 receive the adoption of ſons.“ The time 
and manner, with every circumſtance, together 
with the vaſtly important end of his death; as 

alſo all the bleſſings reſulting to the choſen feed. 

throuph his bloody death, to be enjoyed by them, 
called in Scripture © ſpiritual bleſſings in Chriſt,” 
were all fixed and appointed in the covenant of 
grace ; for that covenant © is ordered in all things,” 

B 2 5 and 
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and ſure (ſays David) © Although my houſe 
is not ſo with God, yet he hath made with me 
an everlaſting covenant, ordered in all things 
and ſure; this is all, my ſalvation (there being a 
coyenant Chriſt in it) and all my deſire,” — 


Let' it be once more obſerved, it was fixed, that 
the Holy Spirit ſhould make the purchaſe of the 
Saviour's blood willing to renounce ſelf, and 
embrace Chriſt in the day of his power. Says 
God, Thy people ſhall be willing in thé day of 
thy power; in the beauty of holineſs, from the 
womb of the morning thou haſt the dew of thy 
youth;“ and, ſays the Saviour, When the Spirit 
of Truth is come, he ſhall. guide you into all 
truth ; he ſhall glorify me, Br he ſhall receive 
of mine, and ſhall ſhew it unto you:“ And when 
the Spirit thus glorifies Jeſus in the eyes of a poor 
finner, then his heart is fixed, truſting in God; 
and he ſays, My heart is fixed, O God! my 
heart is fixed; I will ſing and give praiſe ;” fixed, 
truſting in the blood of Chriſt to cleanſe me from all 
ſin, and as the great atonement for tranſgreſſion, 
fixed, truſting in the righteouſneſs of Chriſt to 
cloath my naked foul "Ka me from the wrath 
to come ; to free me from the curſe of the law, 
and juſtify me in the ſight of God ; fixed, truſting 
in the work of the Spirit, who has promiſed 
never to forſake his ſaints, nor the work of his 

race in them; fixed, truſting in the unchange- 
able faithfulneſs of a covenant-making and pro- 
miſe-pertorming God, who is a ſun to enlighten 
his people, and a ſhield to defend them ; who 
will give grace and glory, and no good thing will 
he with-hold from them that walk uprightly.” My 
5 heart 


( 
heart is fixed, O God! my heart is fixed; I will 
ſing and give praiſe.” IS; 

Nov let me, in the laſt place, briefly point out 
the matter of the ſong ; a heart fixed, truſting in 


God, under divine and heavenly influences, is 
enabled to fing. 


And, in the firſt place, under divine and heaven- 
ly influences, he ſings of everlaſting love, and of 
his intereſt in its unchanging nature: And of this 
he has good ground to ſing; for God ſays, he 
has loved his people with everlaſting love; and 
declares, that he ** will reſt in his love for ever;“ 
as it is written, The Lord thy God in the midſt 
of thee is mighty; he will ſave; he will rejoice 
over thee with joy; he will reſt in his love. 


In the next place, under divine and heavenly 
influences, a heart fixed by divine grace, truſting 
in God, ſings of ſovereign and everlaſting mercy ; 
and of his intereſt therein: Says David, © I will ſing 
of mercy and of judgment; unto thee, O Lord, will 
I fing;” for in Calvary's blood Faith beholds 
righteouſneſs and peace meeting together, mercy 
and truth tenderly embracing each other. 


Let it be further obſerved, bleſſed with the 
ſacred witneſſings of the Spirit of adoption, a 
heart fixed, truſting in God, ſings of electing grace, 
being quickened by divine power, called out of 
darkneſs into marvellous light, and favoured with 
the witneſs of the Spirit within him; as John 
fays, © He that believeth hath the witneſ in 
himſelf ;” he clearly diſcerns his election of God; 
and a ſenſe of intereſt in electing love will make 


the 
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the ſaddeſt heart to ſing for joy. Tou will fay; 
Can any know their election of God in this 
life? | Yes, Sirs, and praiſe him for it too: 
Now it is known by their effectual calling, Sirs. 
Says Paul to the Theſſalonians, Knowing, bre. 
thren beloved, your election of God;“ and I am 
ſure of it, that man who knows his election of 
God, it will be food for his ſoul, and he will praiſe 
the Lord for it. | . 


In the next place, under divine and heavenly 
influences, à heart fixed, truſting in God, will 
fing of the Redeemer's righteouſneſs, and exult 
and rejoice as cloathed in it, and covered with it, 
and fo compleat in him, as it is written, I wilt 
greatly rejoice in the Lord, my foul ſhall be joy ful 
in my God, for he ' hath cloathed me with the 
garments of ſalvation ; he hath covered me with 
the robe of his righteoufneſs.“ 


Let it be further obſerved, under divine and 
heavenly: influences, a heart fixed, truſting in God, 
will fing of redeeming and cleanſing blood, and 
their language will be * unto him that loved us, and 
waſhed us from our fins in his own blood,” 
Having a view of the glorified above, and hearing 
their heavenly melody, John ſays, © And they 
fung a new ſong, ſaying, thou art worthy to take 
the. book, and open the ſeals thereof; for thou 
wak ſan, and haſt redeemed us to God by thy 
blood out of every kindred; and tongue, and peo- 
ple, and nation, and halt made us unto our God 
Kings and Prieſts.” | 


And laſtly, let it be 6bſerved, under divine 


and keavenly- influences, 'a heart fixed, truſting in 
TY God, 


3 ( 15 ) 

God; will fing of abundant mercy diſplayed in 
regenerating. grace, in giving a lively Hope, in 
helping Faith to look at the undefiled inheritance 
and it will ſing of keeping power, and perſevering 
grace, that God has promiſed to bleſs them with 
to the end, that at laſt they may receive the end 
of their Faith, the ſalvation of their ſouls. Says 
Peter, Bleſſed he the God and Father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which, according to his abundant 
mercy, hath begotten us again unto a lively Hope, 
by the reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt from the dead 
to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled, and 
that fadeth not away, reſerved in heaven for you, 
who are kept by the power of God through Faith 
unto ſalvation.” * My heart is fixed, O God! my 
heart is fixed; I will ſing, and give praiſe.” I 
will praiſe him for everlaſting love, = electing 
grace, for ſovereign mercy, for a covenant righte- 
ouſneſs, for redeeming and cleanfing blood, for 
regenerating grace, lively Hope, precious faith, 
keeping power; for ſovereign grace, and an in- 
corruptible, undefiled, and unfading inheritance 
reſerved in heaven. | 


Thus, Sirs, have I gone through the words of 
my text: And now, I ſuppoſe, it will be expected 
that I ſhould ſay ſomething about my dear deceaſed 
Yoke-fellow and companion in tribulation ; by 
whoſe defire I have, through this grace given to 
me, conſidered theſe words. I ſhall ſay but little, 
but what will be advanced you will know to be 
real facts; and hope what I ſhall ſpeak about her 
will be conſidered as ſpoken to the glory of ſove- 
reign grace that makes the difference. 


And, 
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often told me ſhe found her very 
with what ſhe never felt before. When he began 


8 | 
And, in the firſt place, I ſhall begin what J 
have to ſay about her, when God began with her. 
Her parents, who have been dead upwards of 24 
years, left her in the hands of a valuable man and 


woman as to outward matters ; but they only at- 


tended on moral preaching at St, Catherine's 


church, to which they were ſtrongly attached, and 


were much againſt her going to a meeting-houſe . 


to hear; but a Providence occurred, which opened 

a way for her to hear that Goſpel, which was 
made to her ſoul the power of God, and the wiſe 
dom of God. Her aunt (as ſhe called her, being 


brought up chiefly with her) not being able to 
go to St. Catherine's church, ane Lord's-Day 
afternoon, a neighbour aſked her if ſhe would go 
with her to Mr. Burford's meeting; to which 12 


replied, If my aunt ſhould know it the will be 
angry with me:“ However, at laſt the perſuaſion 
of her neighbour prevailed, ſhe went; and when 


the miniſter, Mr. Burford, began to priya me has 
oul raviſhed 


to preach, he took for his text, Iſaiah xl. 17, 


He ſhall feed his flock like a ſhepherd ; he 


ſhall gather the lambs with his arm, and carry 
them in his boſom, and ſhall gently lead thoſe that 
are with young.” The words were taken” as the 
ſubje& of a funeral diſcourſe for a youth that fell 
aſleep in the arms of Jeſus ; and ſhe has frequent! 

told me fince, that ſuch ſweet words he 1 67+ 
about the Church Militant, and the Church Tri- 


umphant, as ſhe never heard before, and always 
dated her converſion under that ſermon. The 


ſervice being over, ſhe returned home; her aunt 
interrogated -her where ſhe had been, becauſe ſhe 


was later than uſual : Being o raviſned with what 


ſhe 
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ſhe had heard, ſhe told her without reſerve, that 
ſhe had been to hear a gentleman at Roſemary- 
Branch Alley, and he had ſpoken ſuch words as 
ſhe had never heard at church, withal, adding, 
aunt, if you would but go once, I am ſure you 
would like him: (Ah, Sirs, that is always the 
caſe, where we get good ourſelves, we like to 
bring thoſe we love under the ſame miniſtry,” that, 
if it pleaſe, God, they may partake with us.) And 
| befides, ſays ſhe, aunt, the place is ſo much 
warmer, having a boarded floor, than the cold 
ſtone floor in the church. As the aunt was an 
ailing woman, the conſideration of the place eng 
warmer, prevailed on her to go. She went, an 
ſhe went a phariſee; but ſhe came back a publi- 
can | God bleſſed the word to her ſoul, She was 
helped ta renounce her own righteouſneſs, and 
God gave her Faith to embrace the righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt, She was a truly converted woman, 
and fell aſleep in Jeſus Anno 1771. 


Let it be further obſerved, in reference to her 
private character. When the Lord was pleaſed 
to call her from me, we were in the eighteenth 
year of our marriage, and I have proved her to be 
a moſt affectionate, ſympathizing and tender crea- 
ture, as ever was united in the ſacred bands of 
marriage, always ſhewing a tender concern for m 
temporal and ſpiritual welfare; and, through in- 
finite mercy, we both knew the Lord (or rather 
was known of him) before we came together; and 
ſince, I truſt, in ſome: meaſure, we have been 
enabled to walk together as heirs of the grace of 
life. As a mother, ſhe was indulgent, and fond 
C of 
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of her children, I have thought, even to a fault, 
and I uſed frequently to caution her againſt inor- 
dinate love to the creature, and have told her it 
would cauſe her pain that ſhe might- have eſcaped, 
from only ſpeaking, had the fat loſe to creature- 
comforts ; ſhe would acknowledge the propriety of 
the caution, but would ſay ſhe could not help 
it My dear children, you have loſt a tender 
mother; indeed, in every ſenſe, your loſs is very 
great; but it is your loving and preatly-beloyed 
mother's gain, and you know God has anſwered 
her prayers, She has frequently prayed to be 
taken before me, adding, as a reaſon for her prayer 
to God, that if I was taken firſt her life would be 
an intolerable burthen to her; that ſhe ſhould be 
quite inconſolable, and die with grief, Your 
loſs is great, very great! But the Lord is able to 
make it up to you ; 'and, perhaps, it might have 
been greater, if the Lord had taken me inſtead of 
your mother. May the Lord bleſs you, my dears, 
and make you all wiſe to ſalvation. 


Let it be further obſerved, in reference to her 
deportment as a church member; you know my dear 
brethren and ſiſters, that ſne went in and out 
amongſt us in an humble and peaceable manner. 
I do not pretend to hold her up in this view, nor 
in any other, as a perfect woman; but I have 
often been led to bleſs God for giving me ſuch a 
oke - fellow, that never interfered (only in a be- 
coming manner) in any church matters, either in 
the church or out of it. She never went tittle- 
tattling from houſe to houſe, intermeddling in 
other peoples matters, as you all know; but was 

TY | ſtrictly 
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ſtrictly a keeper at home. The Lord knows who 
amongſt us may be called next. May God ſanctify 
the loſs to us as a church, and enable us to follow 
her fo far as ſhe followed the bleeding Lamb. 
The laſt time ſhe was in this place, her affectionate 


and moſt dutiful fon (in the 15th year of his age) 


gave an account of the dealings of God with his 
foul, which was a melting time to her and to us 
all; and together we adored the God of love for 
the grace beſtowed on our dear child. Before ſhe 
came into the place ſhe ſaid, my child is going to 
Join the Church Militant, and I am going to join 
the Church Triumphant. Oh! have pity upon 
me, O ye my friends, for the hand of God hath 
touched me. My loſs is very great, ſpiritually as 
well as temporally, When I have been diſcou- 
raged at any time in my work as a miniſter, I could 
not hide it from her; and from time to time ſhe has 
encouraged me by ſaying ſomething. The Lord 
always bleſſed, more or leſs; but ſhe is taken from 
me; the partner of joys, the alleviater of my 
ſorrows is no more! 


Let me once more obſerve, in regard to her laſt 
end. When ſhe found it could not be long, ſhe 
found a backwardneſs to die : The thoughts of 
leaving me and her children made her pray to be 
ſpared a little longer, if it was the will of God, 
as ſhe told a friend in my abſence ſhe found it 
hard work to give us up. At length ſhe was 
more reſigned, and frequently prayed to the Lord 
to releaſe her, and take her depatting ſpirit to the 
manſions above. The laſt words ſhe ever ſpake 
to me were, I hope I love all that love the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt ; a precious and ſcriptural evidence of 
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being paſſed from death unto life. Says John, 
We know that we are paſſed from death unto 
life, becauſe we love the brethren.” For near a 
fortnight before ſhe breathed her Jaſt, ſhe was, for 
the moſt part, delirious, and conſequently was not 
the partaker of thoſe ſenſible comforts and tranſ- 
ports of joy in her foul, ſome of God's dear 
people have, at ſuch ſeaſons, been favoured with, 


_ notwithſtanding her ſtate was ſafe, and her end 


happineſs, which will run parallel with an endleſs 
duration. I knew her in the days of her firſt 
love, and have been witneſs to-the changes and 
exerciſes of ſoul ſhe has gone through. firce z for 
ſhe could hide nothing from me, no more than I 
could from her; and if a huſband that has known 
her walk, and the bent of her mind for ſo many 
years, might give his thoughts concerning her, 
I would ſay, I believe, and am ſure, ſhe knew the 
grace of God in truth. As a hearer of the Goſ- 


pel, I know ſhe knew and loved t Joyful ſound ; 


and if any ſubjects were more acceptable to her 
than others, they were thoſe that treated on the 
ſufferings of Chriſt : This was a theme that has 
melted her ſoul. into tears of love many a time; 
he was wounded for our tranſgreſſions z, he was 


' bruiſed for our iniquities; was always, more or 


leſs, a healing balm to her ſoul ; and, though ſhe 
did not go off triumphing, I know ſhe died in the 
arms of her heavenly Father's love; for it is 
not poſlible that a delirium, or any, or all the 
infirmities of the body, in dying circumſtances, or 
even death itſelf, ſhould ſeparate her from thoſe 
arms. Says Paul, For J am perſuaded that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principali- 


Ties, nor powers, nor things preſent, nor things to 


come, 


e 
dens rt height; nor depth, nor any other crea- 
ture, ſhall be able to ſeparate us from the love of 
God, which is in Chriſt Jeſus;“ for what was ſaid 
of Iſrael of old is true of every believer now; 
The eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath 
are the everlaſting arms.“ | 


In the next place, ſhe died in the hands and in 
the hearts love of her Covenant Redeemer and 
Saviour ; for death cannot ſeparate from his heart; 


nor his hands; and therefore Paul aſks, ** who, or 


what ſhall ſeparate us from the love of Chriſt ??” 
Ah! what, indeed, or who, indeed? Says Chriſt, 
My ſheep hear my voice; I know them, and 
they follow me; and I give unto them eternal life, 
and they ſhall never periſh, neither ſhall any pluck 
them out of my hand. My Father which gave 
them me is greater than all; and no man is able 
to pluck them out of my Father's hand.” 


And from what has been ſaid, let it be obſerved, 
all things are fixed, as I have been ſpeaking and 
proving from Scripture; it is acomfortableconlider- 
ation to the believer; but to the chriſtleſs ſinner, 
the man that lives without prayer, without God in 
the world, and conſequently without hape.— 
How awful to reflect, if he goes out of the world 
in that ſtate, there is ſomething fixed that re- 
ſpeas him, and you will ſay, what is that? The 
Scripture ſays, it is an impaſſible gulf. A wicked 
man goes to hell when he dies; —it ſays © the 
rich man alſo died and was buried, and in hell 
he lift up his eyes, being in torment ;”” and when 
he is once there, his awful ſtate is fixed forever, 
And beſides all this, ſays Abraham to the wicked 


rich 
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rich man, in hell, who in vain petitioned for a drop of 
cold water to cool his burning tongue; and beſides 
all this, between us and you there is a great 

Iph fixed, ſo that they which would paſs from 
ence to you cannot; neither can they paſs to us 
that would come from thence.” n 


And Finally. — Let orphans learn to truſt in the 
Lord and do good, and verily thou ſhalt be fed. 
My deat companion was left fatherleſs and mother- 
leſs, at nine years of age; and yet, as ſhe often 
uſed to ſay, when father and mother forſaketh me, 
then the Lord taketh me up: and ſo it was, as 
God of providence, the Lord has carried her 
through a. time ſtate, and has ſupplied her every 
want; as a God of grace he has made her ſavingly 
acquainted with himſelf ; and as the Father of 
Glory, he has taken her happy ſpirit to the boſom 
of his love, where ſhe has entered on the ſaints 


.everlaſting reſt. The ſame grace that brought 


her through is ſufficient for you; therefore may 
God help you to caſt all your care upon him, for 
he careth for you, 


Now, Lord, I bleſs thee for the help afforded 
me in going through this painful ſervice : will it 
leaſe thee to bleſs the word, and thy name ſhall 
| all the praiſe. | W 
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Dear Sir, 


Nor without reluctance 

00 I take my pen in hand at this Time to write to 
ou; — ſeeing I am almoſt a ſtranger to you, and 

2 well acquainted with my own inability in 
attempting to ſay any thing by way of conſolation 
to one of your experience in divine things; yet 
when I tell you I am inwardly conſtrained to weep 
with thoſe that weep, and feel, in ſome meaſure, 
for an afflicted friend; and have no other end 
whatſoever, only an earneſt deſire to glorify my 
Maſter, and a ſecret wiſh to drop a word of re- 
freſhment to you in this your ſingular time of ſorrow, 
on ſo particular an occaſion ;—Theſe being he 
' on y 
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only motives, 1 hope you will therefore excuſe my 
freedom, Oh my friend! what a mercy of 


mercres is it, that thoſe that have been called- 


from darkneſs to light, and are enabled to rely 


upon a once crucified, but now interceding and 


exalted Redeemer, for a complete ſalvation: I fay, 
what a mercy for thoſe, that he, the Omnipotent, 
the almighty Lord, has engaged to ſupport his 


people under every trying diſpenſation that they -- 


can experience; and that is not all that they have to 


comfort them, for they may be certain, that the - 


ſmalleſt affliction that is laid upon them is not 


without his permiſſion, and his own appointment, 


wh or their eternal advantage; and that theſe 
light afflictions (whoſe duration at longeſt are 
but ſhort when compared with eternal ones) ſhall 
work for them a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory. Oh, believer ! rejoice that time 
is ſhort! Rejoice, for our Lord is a covenant God! 
Rejoice, that he reſts in his love and changes not! 
Rejoice, that he is the ſupreme ſovereign of all 


' things, "viſible "and inviſible! But, rejoice 


abundantly,” that he has fixed his love on thee, 
and forgot it not, when exerciſed with preſſin 


trials; that the unalterable covenant declares, that 
ſtrength ſhall be given according to the day; and 


when the appointed moment atrives, when the 
number of afflictions is completed, that unerring 
wiſdom has allotted 1 Then, then ſhall the lawful 
captive be delivered | Then ſhall the foul be ſet at 
liberty and be Joined with that glorious train that 
paiſed through great tribulation, and are now aſ- 


jembled before the throne of the King of kings; 
and arrayed in ſpotleſs robes, made white. * = 4 
ns 00 
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blood of the precious Lamb; and figing, in an- 
gelic raptures, the praiſes of him that built the 
glorious manſions, and that purchaſed them an in- 
heritance there at fo great a price, and ſupported 
them while on their pilgrimage, and ſuffered no 
evil nor enemy to prevail againſt them by the way. 
Oh the greatneſs of the power of our God | how 
extenſive his love ! how aſtoniſhing his liberality! 
By the word of his power all things received a 
being; by his power all things exiſt ; and by his 
power thoſe things which he hath appointed ſhall 
have an end; in his time they ſhall ceaſe to be, 
but the covenant that in loving kindneſs he hath: 
made with his people, he made it unalterable ; and 
in it he hath engaged liberally to ſupply them with 
all things that ſhall, be for their real benefit ;— 
well may it be faid, what could be done more 


for his peoples advantage than he hath done.—' 
Oh for 15 


wait his will to know, and reſignation under every 
diſpenfation of his providence to us : May we 
remember, that when he 1s compelled to ftrike, 
and though the ſtroke may feel heavy, and appear. 
to our weak ſight very heavy, yet he ſtrikes with 
the compaſſion of a God; and how light the blow, 
when compared with what intolerable puniſh- 
ment we deſerved for our innumerable tranſgreſ- 
ſions:— Then we may ſay, I will bear the indig- 
nation of the Lord becauſe | have finned againit 
him; and may we be taught to juſtify him in all 
his dealings. Come then my companion in tribu- 
lation, let us not be diſcouraged, though roagh be 
the way; but may ws ſtay aurſelves upon our God, 
and with gratitude and aſtoniſhment adore our 
great Phyfician, for his wonderful {kill in preparing 
n pPotions 


ith in him! Oh for love to him! Oh 
for ſubmiſſion to his divine will; and patience to 
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potions to reſtore us to the enjoyment of perfect 
peace, hereafter; and though the draughts may 
appear large and very bitter, they are not without 
mixture; no, there is ſomething ſecret ſweetens all. 


CATS 


be confident it is for the advantage of both: 
Therefore, come, my brother, remember thy part. 

ner is now forever bleſſed ; and now ſhe has left 

her frame, that was long racked with pain, to ſleep 

quietly till the reſurrection morn. Let the mon- 

iter, death, with his voracious jaws, go on to lay ; 

* ' i then he ſhall feed no more; but like the 
| glutton, 


BE: © he 


Jutton, that has overcharged his ſtomach, he ſhall 
; Tous his prey, and ſhall himſelf be ſlain to live 
no more. | . | 2 i 


Now, my dear friend, ſtill remember how high 
ye both are favoured; and it is but for 4 very 
ſhort ſeaſon that you are parted : Now ſhe views 
the King in his beauty, and beholds him face to 
face, without a plaſs between; and ſhall quit the 
glorious realms no more, With gratitude adore 
thy Lord on her account, and call to -mind the 
tokens you have been favoured with, that you 
ſhall alſo ſafely arrive there. May you be in- 
wardly ſupported to bear up under this your heavy 
burthen, and endure the conflict like a valliant 
ſoldier; may you be ſtrengthened momentarily, and 
upheld by the arm of the mighty God of Jacob ; 
and continue to be uſeful, very uſeful, in your 
maſter's vineyard z may many ſeals be added to 
your miniſtry; and as Abraham's faith in, and 
obedience to, the will of his God, is recarded 
for an example to all that are called to follow the 
Lamb: ſo may you, by the proof of your faith i: 
your God, by your ſubmiſſion to. his will, be a 
means of encouraging your flock, more and more 
to live by faith upon him; to caſt their care on 
him; to cleave wholly to him; and expect to re- 
ceive from him grace to anſwer grace; and when 
your maſter ſees fit to call you hence, may you be 
like a ſhock of corn fully ripe, be gathered into 
his garner; then with your * partner ſhall you 
bid an eternal adieu to all ſorrow, and ſhall join 
with her, and the angelic throng, in ſeraphic lays, 
to praiſe the Lamb that was lain to redeem fallen 
man,—Now to him that cauſes the heart of the 
ſorrowful to rejoice ; to him that from weakneſs 
can 
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can ordain ſtrength ; ; to him that does all things 
well; co him, the great Three in One, and Ore in 
Three, the F ather, Son, and Holy Ghoft, be af. 
aribed all honor, might, majeſty and power, . 
forth and for evermore. 


Now I condiude with wiſhing well to you, ul 
all, that through grace, are made willing to fol- 
low him that condeſcended to become a ſcorned 
Nazarene. | 


1 am, 
Dear ves N 
Wh he 7 ours, in the * he 
: 1 H. P, 
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HEN death did ope the priſon door, 
And gave the fetter'd ſoul releaſe 
How ſwiftly upwards did it ſoar, 
To realms of never-ending peace. 


Who can conceive the joys ſhe felt 
hen nature's frame receiv'd the blow; 
And left the place where ance ſhe dwelt, 
Oppreſt with ſorrow, pain and woe. 


Long nights, and toilſome PA likewiſe, 
hile on her journey, ſhe poſſes'd ; 
But now ſhe's reach'd the upper ſkies, 
And now enjoys the promis'd reſt. 


When the attending ſpirits came 
For to conduct her ſafe above; 

FilPd with divine extatic flame, 
She gladly went to view her love. 


Swift as a thought can upwards fly, 
With rapid wings ſhe did aſcend ; 
And now, without a weeping eye, 


She views her beſt beloved friend. 


Inſpired 


now with love to him 3 w_ 
at Na, that ſhe * life enjoy; "of 
"And Zion' 8 ſongs ber lips employ. * | 
No tempter now can * affright, 118 | 
>From doubts of ev'ry kind ſhe's free; 4 
Her taich ſs changed into fight 1 
Her hope | into tranquility. e 


"New: ber wich the bleſſed dead, 
Ps Her duft ſecure from harm doth reſt pe: | 
And with the churches living head, 3 


. e ies now forever bleſt. Fg 
þ Ss # 5 4s _ 4 , D * ; y 7 ; 


* Thoug th now within the filent grave, © 00-7 
. Salnes lifeleſs aſhes lies 
Eos rer we are ſure they life ſhall, have, 85 
5 When Chritt delcetigs the BAL. Pe RIOT 


% ' Now, mer this my brother, 
That our God does all things wel?! 

8 . Thovgh now you're parted from each athar, 

Fou both with Chriſt in heav'n ſhall dwell; 
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